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1846
• Free Church Education 

Committee acquires Moray 
House and grounds

1848
• Free Church of Scotland’s 

Normal and Sessional 
School opens at Moray 
House

1850
• First group of diplomas 

distributed at Moray House

1858
• Moray House gains 2 

large lecture rooms and 3    
classrooms

1878 - 79
• New training department  

facilities open at Moray 
House, including classrooms 
and a large hall 

1907
• Church of Scotland’s female 

students transferred to Moray 
House  

1908
• Moray House increases       

capacity to 770 students 

1913
• Moray House Main Building 

(Paterson’s Land) opens 
due to increased student 
capacity 

1931
• Nursery School opens at Moray 

House

1944
• Old Kirk purchased by Moray 

House and houses building 
services 

1956
• St. John’s Land developed: 

acts as studios for speech and 
drama

1969
• Charteris Land opens at     

Moray House

1971
• Scottish Center for the            

Education of the Deaf            
established at Moray House

1971
• St. Leonard’s physical            

education building established 
at Moray House

1972
• Center for Computer Education 

and Center for Studies in School                  
Administration established at 
Moray House 

1974
• Chessel’s Land for Art & Drama 

established at Moray House

1977
• St. Mary’s Land of Specialist    

Science and Training established 
at Moray House 

1979 - 80
• Employment cuts implemented 

at Moray House

1983 - 84
• Moray House documented 

to have 1,121 students, 60% 
less than 1975 - 76 school 
year

1987
• Dunfermline College physical   

education training moved to   
Moray House

1989
• Nursery School closes at Moray 

House

1990s
• Refurbishment of Dalhousie Land 

begins

1995
• Thomson’s Land refurbished to 

act as a lecture hall

1996
• Refurbishment of Paterson’s 

Land begins

1998
• Moray House                  

incorporated into        
University of Edinburgh 

1998 / 99
• St. John’s Land refurbished 

and absorbed the facilities for 
the Department of Education 
and Society, with the loss of the     
Moray House theater 

1999
• Plaque and sundial installed to 

celebrate Moray House’s 150th 
anniversary as an educational 
institution

2009
• Accessibility ramps          

incorporated into Moray 
House floor plan 

2017
• Moray House courtyard 

redesigned and reopened

2020 - 21
• COVID-19 pandemic forces 

shut down of Moray House 
facilities

1996
• Moray House Library opens in 

Dalhousie Land

1963
• Dalhousie Land opens:     

houses swimming pool, lecture       
theater, and art rooms

1968 - 69
• Sociological Studies              

Department created to      
continue expansion of new 
types of professional degrees

1930
• Thomson’s Land established: acts 

as primary and secondary school 
departments and as a practicing 
school for student teachers at 
Moray House 

1964
• Moray House becomes 

largest training center for 
social work in Scotland 

1800s 1900s

2000s

1960s
• Simon Laurie House acquired 

by Moray House

2001
• Former Dunfermline College 

Cramond campus closed 
and facilities relocated to St. 
Leonard’s Land on Holyrood 
Road
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Timeline of Moray House Education System

QGIS Map of Educational Facilities Apart of Moray House

As a city, Edinburgh is a physical and metaphorical 

palimpsest comprising hundreds of historically 

significant structures and stories. Even through 

protections and careful maintenance, Edinburgh’s 

historic buildings face their own unique challenges. 

From structural issues to fashionable design changes, 

Edinburgh’s streetscape has adapted and changed to 

suit the needs of its surrounding community. 

Moray House, located in Edinburgh’s Canongate, 

is a shining example of how historic buildings can 

be conserved in-situ but also adapted to serve new 

purposes. Moray House’s significance through an 

educational lens uniquely positions it as both a historic 

house, but also a teaching campus for the University of 

Edinburgh’s Moray School of Education. Special focus 

is often paid to the survival of the Canongate facade, 

historic interiors, and redevelopment of the gardens.

Trainee teachers at Moray House College of 
Education, Edinburgh, c. 1885

Primary students in front of Moray House, 
c. 1900s

Opening of Dalhousie Land at Moray 
House, 1963

Conference at Moray House, c. 1940s Moray House School of Education students, 
2019
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Former ground floor of the origi-
nal building was filled in around 
1848

Current basement layout

Basement 

Facade: Present Day First Floor Plan Evolution

Facade: 1618 - 1845 (Pre-Education) Basement Floor Plan Evolution

Facade: 1848 - 1849 Ground Floor Plan Evolution

Exhibited through the careful conservation and retention of historic facade elements, Moray House has sustained its prominence within the Canongate of Edinburgh’s 

Old Town. Despite alterations to adapt the building from a single family home to a functioning school, the survival of the Canongate facade and decorative elements 

add to Moray House’s historic character. However, slight alterations to the facade kept the building relevant to its occupants, representing key elements and priorities 

deemed significant at the time. The building and surrounding structures are physical representations of the social focus and importance placed upon teaching and 

teacher training in Edinburgh and across the country.  

Through the tangible significance demonstrated through the built fabric, surrounding garden, and related buildings, Moray House holds intangible cultural heritage 

values. These values are representative of Edinburgh’s respect for the development of standardized education and also the future needs and challenges of the 

profession. It is in the intersection and equal recognition of its history, that the cultural strengths of Moray House lie as they show continued renewal and change. The 

building’s history is not limited to the home built for Mary, Countess of Home, but also its life as a linen warehouse, school for children, and 21st century university 

campus. Moray House continues its life as both a building in practical use and in what it stands for as a center for education today. 

Moray House facade, 2001 Moray House site plan, c. 1860sMoray House Balcony Room plaster ceiling
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